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DIFFICUL TIES OF EXTREME                [11

having a purpose to serve, that it seems inconceiv-
able that they could have been built up by a mere
selection of haphazard variations from a type, which
in consequence of this selection undergoes a slow
secular change. Take, for example, that exquisitely-
contrived organ the eye. It is true that regarded as
a mere optical instrument destined to throw an image
on a screen it is subject to some minor imperfections
which may be corrected in the work of the optician.
But these are of a nature not seriously to interfere
with its use; and in comparing the two it is to be
remembered that the eye has, besides its purely opti-
cal functions, to satisfy certain unknown conditions
relating to nutrition, growth, and reproduction, with
which the optician in his work has nothing to do;
and further, that when the image is formed on the
screen of the retina the functions of the eye may be
said in a certain sense to be only beginning; there
still remains all the provision, which we can trace
but a very little way, for connecting the stimulation
of a point on the retina with the sensation of a point
of light in a definite position in the field of view,
and for securing that the stimulation of correspond-
ing points on the retinas of the two eyes shall give
rise to the sensation of a single point only in the
field of view. It seems to me wellnigh inconceiv-
able how any one who studies these various arrange-
ments, so far as man has been able to follow them,